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STON MEDICAL AND

SURGICA*I}‘;JOURN'AL [Marcs 22, 1906

pe‘cen’o 0 form :
cases arise in the experience of every phvsmlan
in ‘which the operation performed amounts prac-
t cally_ to. takmg a surglcal ‘chance in hopeless
ich a case a large fee is|

charged, surgerv ig apt’ 0 be brought into more or
less dlsrepute 'Before an operation & thorough |
mqmrv should be made as to drugs which have
‘ Len or admlmqtered Thls is especmlly‘

1ght to them at'a late s‘oage Time is a"
great aid in estabhshmtr the diagnosis, and often-
mes Se' Whlch 1s obecure to the medlcal

‘as int erestmtr 1o the surgeon a8 1o the
., Many: people fear heart failure under
Observation has shown. that many
patients with heart lesions have undergone opera-
tive procedures most satlsfactonly - It is always|”
Well 40 emphaswe to'a patlent the 1mportance of

In cases of prolonged Jaundlce ‘the physman has
the responﬁlblhty of considering the danger of
hemmrhage Whlch mlght lead to'a fatal result
1 -writer is impressed, ‘how-
lth the necessﬁ;y ‘of early operatlon in
Kldnev dlsease is no Ionger con-

subject o egenera’oed Svmpathy
seusséd: and ’dlﬁﬂl@%d yery biiefly by a leading med1ca1
ournal;is too important-to be put aside with'a sneer,and
;‘worthv of ‘mmore extendgd ‘and reqpecti'ul eonsldcramon
than was there given it.: - : :
The propositions alludcd to in’ ¢
ndicate a’wider spread of sentiments;: nelther ‘hew nor
ohsolete; than has been hitherto apparent upoh the surface:
They are not entertairied solely by theimmoral,insensible;
dranky oF defrenera'oe nor-are thay o' rar¢-among the
visdicalprofession  in a-¢lass muchhigheér than that of the
cothmion hfmvman ‘as some of the comments would lead
one’ 1o <upp0<e s
The discussion of them i s st approprm the our-
als which hring the great problems of life; death, suffer—
ngand crime: most: mnearly home 1o the menwho are’in:
: dm] veontactwith them and whose'work is their relief.
Reference isinade 1o the recommendation'of a * reformn:
woman 1o 1\111 off the incurables ”’ and of ano’rher to
I heshums 2 and to the * rioral
on 7 ’of Profess orfon who proposes 1o make
f hopelessly insane, diseased and injured.’”
. e the artiele Appoared there h:we ‘beeti-many coms:
menfﬂ upon a-billintrodaced (and remcted) inthe 1Ohio
epislature giving permission - 10 . iphysicians | to’ fatally
anesthetize persons hopelessiy ill who ask for the priv ilege.
Al {111 lmt Jeen mtrodueed into’ the New Sork Iegl Ia}m‘e

aimore or less:complete responsibility for others.
|value a life now for -what it offers to 1ts possessor or his

whete any of theso or similar ‘scheimes would stop isa
in'{ matter which may be passed over until it is settled that

we have any nght 0 carry them out under any ¢ireum-
stances.”

Although the responsxblllty for termmatmg useless,
pamful and harmful lives would not rest upon physicians
as’'such; yet the practical application of it would depend
largely upon “their opinions and they would see much more
of its. workings than -sny’ other class. - Beside this, al-
though-the duty of the physician is towards his pament
first of ‘all, and always as against any adverse interest, he
isoften called upon to.consider the welfare of fnends
while ‘outside of professional relations he has the -same
rights and -duties toward the community that any other

1 c1tlzen has;:

Weall know what the' moral and legal rule is at present;
that the life of the individual is to be sustained as long as
possible ‘without regard to its value to the possessor, his
friends’or the ‘community, even when the possessor would
be gladly. released from the intolerable burden; thai the
ta]\mg of a life which is surely near its end of suffermg is

Ijust as ‘much & homicide as'if it were one of prospective

ha%ness and of :the greatest value to the world. .-
at, I think we should ask calmly and without prej-
udice; is ‘whether, in the interests of humanity and mercy
as well ag of the welfare of the community, we are not
justifiedin adoptmg some modification in rendering it less
absolute,:

The Who]e conduct of life , by the normal as well as the
degenerate, consists in the balancing of probabilities, and

/| we ‘have a-right to take into the account probabxhtleq

possibilities and prospects when there is thrown upon us
'“7

friends in-the way 'of development and enjoyment, and to
the comimunity -in usefulness or, perhaps, on the other
hand, in harm and danger,

The right to take the life of another is recognized in the
1nd1v1dual who'is threatened with the loss of his own, and
in ‘the commumty when that of & criminal becomes a
inenace. "

‘The right of the commumty to aceept the sacrifice of

hfe from members is admitted in the endangering of it-by
1 almost -any great industrial enterprise.

We admit the
hideous sacrifices of ‘war, for which we seléct the best and
reject miany. who could well be .spared, and in times of
stress do ot wait for the sacrifice to be a voluntary onc.
Afew workmen must fall from the bridge that the multi-

| tudé: need .not: suffer ‘the ‘inconvenience of the ferry.

Crowds throng to exhibitions in which the principal object
of ‘attraction is"the chance of the performer being killed.
Weé are by no mearis eareful of life in general,

Tt is‘only when the question comes to the life of some

!| définite individual,; when it is our friend, or some one on
| whom “the commumty focuses its attentlon, when it is

the one'man or one woman aljout whom the papers and the
publi¢ are for the moment talking, and not merely the
undetermingd few taken at random from among unknown
thousands, ~—— that the sacredness of hfe comes to the front
for practlc'LI recognition. .

A amay ‘not I\nowmgly administer & fatal ‘dose of mor-
phme to the anencephalous monster, but I may without
legal restraint distributé ‘the same drug wholesale among
normal persons so:long as no one .can point out which
particular -ones «will have ‘the possibilities of a useful life
destroyed.” ‘A ‘courageous ‘governor may not order the

{ earrying into execution .of -a'just sentence upon an ac-

knowledged murderess of the Jowest type without awaken-
ing horror-stricken .comments-and grotesfs, but he might
with-approval have vetoed a bill which wwould protect the

wHives of thousands of travelers if his decision were in the

interosts of commercial prosperity.

In:fact, life in ‘the abstract, a pereentage of life in a
mass, vemha but lightly in the balance against other con-
siderations which involve its deetructmn, but when ‘the
necessity or.poliey of its loss narrows ‘down to the one
seleeted” fife; then the pity, comcxence and religious senti-
wient of the commumity go out in an instinctive repug-
rigmes tothe taking of it. -

This reverence for the 1nd1v1dua1 human life without
resard to its value; this respect for the mere functions of

g 1e<p1rahox and hmrt bm’r which may go on mthou‘c the




3

31

, : : Al
which"¢an by 1o possibility: be
a Prite (o called), or which ‘has fallen hopelessly ‘below
‘it this moral and religious principle;as we consider it,is in
“teality a sentiment, based indeed for the most part upon 4
prineiple, but ndt @ réasoned-or reasonable: conviction:
which should bé allowed ' to eontrol in all-cases the sense

“of humanity fo ‘the patient or the welfare of the com-

nstinet, if you-will) of protection” to the helpless; which’
reserves: the ‘existence ‘of ithe" lowést “of -beigs’inthe
“human-form and which prolongs the stay of those'dear to:
s after they thiemselves have ceased from all the:higher
functions or’ aré carrying hich  they  would:
‘gladly lay down. i o FAT D

That there exists'in sonie ‘rudimentary percep
n-of our rightto consider intour treatment.the value of;
Andividual lives may be seen:in’ the impression; :of ‘which
the physician soinetimes becoties aware; that it ishisduty
o take away at Lirth the life of cértain monsters; and he
nay be reproached for riot having done ‘so by those who

would not take the responsibility themselves. = s ii
& This rightor :duty,: although in ‘every respect. coh-
“ributory itothe public welfare; has never been ‘conceded
by the ‘code of professional ‘ethics: «In . the case of ‘the
inencephalous fetusithe - question is of ‘no great-impor-
lance practically; for nature sooti:settles it; but {from this
pran unbroken series can Dbe formed ‘through human’in-
ants whose mental and inoral ¢haracteristics must always’
_remain ‘helow those of :the brutes but whose viability may

I

be'dqual to the normal el e

‘At the otherend of life we may arrive at a stage when
all ‘cerebral structure will have degenerated, when mental,’
moral-and emotional :action will -have ceased, and ‘there;
reriiains niothing but the iexternal form “with its associa-
iong of nierhory to show that:it hasbeen the'abiding place

higher functions have irrevocably. departed? - Would not!

emories associdted with'a previous life of usefulness and
beauty be more precious than’ those ‘dependent upor the'
« prolongation‘of the lowest animal existence? .~ 00 ..

tiohs, hutito whom life can never be anything bt a jpro-
longation ‘of suffering; the physician and surgeoniare con-
stantly offering ‘the chance.of relief at thé price of danger
. 40 life. They undertake ‘the ‘operation ‘or the adminis-

tration of the drug which they know will hiing relief” to
pain; which‘they fiope will prolong life a little, but which
yothpatient and surgeon know may bring death ‘sooner
thaiy it would otherwise come’l Tt is “their duty to do it.
“The surgeon-is shirking his if -he'refusés to give the relief
_which an operation’would ‘afford {or fear of ‘the  death

erciful, and just as reasonable fo select for death: those
he are longing for it-and for whom we know that life has
othing to offer but & prolongation of suffering;:as to-dis-

he proposed #*/murderof ‘the clilldren-in the sslums?

usness of, but not having seen the original ‘proposition’
nture to suggest that it'is quite likely that the writer
sed " this expression:jas i a Thetorical exaggeration’ te
s her horrorof ;sluing, anehergetic protest ngainst
an ds:a gerious plan toido-away

eiriexistence, rathor thi
ith their effects :
The objections to any
dreatonee obvious'in’the abuses which might conie in the
hands of ‘the uriserapulots, but it is; it seemis ‘to me, the

hical ‘quest

tiee or natural affection
iitted by ‘such it -would n
application withias many saferuards ds are now thrown
arpunid that deprivation: of g
hieh equallvawith
stitutional rights. whieh:

If the principle were ad<

nowinvolved inf

it doan-asylum. i

4 New York Medical Record of some twenty years ago.

fa soul nowlevicted. “Would it'not be a‘more respeetful |
{reatineént of the loved ones;a more dignified ending of ‘a{
worthy life; if réspiration ‘were allowed to cedse when all (-

" To those who are in full possession of their psychic fune-]

- which would iinpair his statistics, . 1§’ it not as humane, as|

stribute the chances of it over many days‘and months?. =

the writer'be correctly -quoted) T admit the full hide-

sl plans tipon the practical side’

1e8tion rather ithan  the ‘practical - one which:
wuld first be brotght to some agreenient among those
ho are neither tnscrupulous;reckless,7or devoid of ‘con-

¢ difficult to surround its’
and the . pursuit of .

“hire fupposed to ba
Pgending:

| time  when the ‘samie sort ‘of ‘accusations of abuse were
1 madein regard to this procedure, which we now look upon

a5 animmense advance upon the system which gave the
care iof such cases to families and almshouses. )
...Certainly, precautions much less stringent than those
now employed for keeping the murderer from his just
doom would make abuse quite as near to impossibility.

-1 should like to eall your attention and that of some of

/| the “secular papers to an editorial on Euthanasia in the

It
shows that the progosition of introduction into the Ohio
legislature,” which has called out so many unfavorable
comments from the lay press, was no novelty, but that its
author was simply & man who had the courage of his
convictions and the convictions of many others. :
Tt geems to me very .clear from. this article, as well as
frém corversations with physicians and others, that it is
the feeling of dislike and aversion to a direct, definite and
complete responsibility for the taking of life, which makes
men decline to take 1009, of it when they are fuily con-
vineed, ‘and show by their deeds that they are aware of
their duty to take 999 in behalf of their suffering patients. -
It is the same feeling which at a military execution loads
oné gun of the firing party with blank cartridge in order
that each one, who perhaps would have no hesitation about
pouring & storm ‘of -bullets from an almost unfailing
maching into a crowd of his fellow men, may flatter him- :
gelf that he has not the death of a comrade upon his
conscience. .

" “Very truly yours,
DL . sk

JRASESE SIS ST

“THE MEDICAL PROFESSION AND THE
.. MEDICAL - JOURNALS IN RELATION TO
e : NOSTRUMS.” ,

frn‘E MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE COUNTY OF WILCOX.

Gl THE «COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH.

Soitaiiienioo T CaMDEN, ALABAMA,; March 10, 1906..

My Editor: ‘T have just read with a great deal of interest

thearticle under the head of “ The Medical Profession and

|and the Medical “Journals ‘in“ Relation to Nostrums ” in

your issue “of ‘March 1,:1906. ~As orie who fills his own

preseriptions; as 4 necessity, not choice, I find that there

aré among ‘the proprietary medicines (so called nostrums)

some “which are ‘of such excellent therapeutic qualities

that to discard them would be doing an injustice to the

‘patient, for the reason” that there are not 109, of ‘the |
coutitry physicians who ‘are qualified to fill any prescrip-

tion ‘that requires the amount of skill these do. If they

attempted to make any ‘internal antiseptic solution, like

the one in mind, I fear that they would fail, or if they

wanted 4 solution of iron, Eeptonate and manganese, could

they make it? If ‘not, why not use the best, which is a

Pproprietary medicine? , The author eriticises this prepara«

tion-on ‘account of its mal-formed name, not its ineffi-

ciency.-All 'of us have heard our grandmothers suggest -
clay for bruises, sprains, etc., and now that we can get

clay as an-elegant preparation, should we not take advan-

tage of it? There are a few other proprietaries of .edual-
efficiency that should be retained as a part of our arma-

mentatium. - As for the advertisements of these prepara=

tions in ‘the ‘medical journals, does the doctor think that

if ithe journals tefuse 16 accept these advertisements,

all.of the firms; gelling ‘proprietaries, are going out of busi-

ness? . ’On the contrary, they will form a journal of their

own,-procure the services of a Board of Editors composed

of ‘physicians, and ‘continue’ to put. their preparations

before the eves of the profession, or;what is worse, they

will send advertisers to the Jaity through the mails and

newspapers. - Is it -not far better to have these dealers
under the control of the profession, as they now are, than
1o foree them to look to the people for support? We can
choose the efficient preparations and diseard the unworthy
ones.The aity ‘will ‘not use such -diseretion, but will
aceept them according to their *¢ cure-all ” claims.  Shall
the physician scientifically. preseribe  proprictaries, or
shall*the people-ignorantly ‘take them? -

ST B R. O. SemwmEes, M.D., Pr.G.,

necessary

s not’ togo back man

oars toarrive ata |

County Healll Officer,



