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what is the DOM? 
an API for manipulating web pages 
› elements are mutable objects 

what you can do 
› add and delete elements 
› change properties of elements 
› attach event listeners to elements 

what you can’t do 
› modify CSS rules: no CSS rule object in DOM 
› but can modify CSS properties of elements 
› and new CSS object model in works... 
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page elements
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the standard DOM
 

standard DOM API 
› standardized by W3C
 
› native to all browsers
 

Gecko documentation 
› Mozilla’s layout engine
 
› comprehensive docs
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libraries 

libraries (eg, JQuery) 
› remove platform dependences 
› smooth over some non-uniformities 

JQuery elements 
› JQuery wraps DOM elements
 
› can’t apply standard DOM calls
 

elt = document.getElementById("navbar");  
elt.className = elt.className + " active"  

in standard API 

elt = $("navbar");  
elt.addClass("active")  

in JQuery 
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