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Population of Augustan Rome 

Low High 

Plebs frumentaria + families 520,000 520,000 

Freedmen + families 150,000 200,000 

Slaves 50,000 200,000 

Poor & recent migrants 50,000 150,000 

Soldiers and members of elite 20,000 20,000 

Total 790,000 1,090,000 
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Population densities 
(Population per square mile) 

• Rome, ca. 1 BC 188,679? 

• Boston 12,172 

• New York City 27,532 

• Paris, France 53,883 

• Delhi, India 75,512 

• Manila, Philippines 111,576 
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The Capitoline Insula, early 2nd c. 

Image by Vadim Zhivotovsky. Claridge, Amanda. Rome: An Oxford Archaeological Guide.
Source: Wikimedia Commons. License CC BY. Oxford University Press, 2010. © Oxford University Press. 

All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our 
Creative Commons license. For more information, see 
https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Connolly, Peter, and Hazel Dodge. The Ancient City: Life in Classical Athens & Rome. 
Oxford University Press, 2000. © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. This 
content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see 
https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 5
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Ulpian, Digest 9.3.5.1-2 

If the apartment is divided among several tenants, redress 
can be sought only against that one of them who lives in that 
part of the apartment from the level of which the liquid has 
been poured.  If the tenant, however, while professing to 
have sublet, has in fact retained for himself the enjoyment of 
the greater part of the apartment, he shall be held solely 
responsible.  If, on the other hand, the tenant who professes 
to have sublet has in fact retained for his own use only a 
modest fraction of the space, he and his sub-tenants shall 
be jointly held responsible. The same will hold good if the 
vessel or the liquid has been thrown from a balcony. 

© Translation copyright unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative 
Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Juvenal 3.190-6 

Who at cool Praeneste, or at Volsinii amid its 
leafy hills, was ever afraid of his house 
tumbling down?...But here we inhabit a city 
propped up by slats: for that is how the 
landlord patches up the crack in the old wall, 
bidding the inmates sleep at ease under the 
ruin that hangs above their heads. 

© Translation copyright unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative 
Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Plutarch, Crassus 2 

And besides this, observing how natural and 
familiar at Rome were such fatalities as the 
conflagration and collapse of buildings, owing to 
their being too massive and close together, he 
proceeded to buy slaves who were architects and 
builders. Then, when he had over five hundred of 
these, he would buy houses that were afire, and 
houses which adjoined those that were afire, and 
these their owners would let go at a trifling price 
owing to their fear and uncertainty. 

From Plutarchôs Lives. Translated by Bernadotte Perrin. This material is in the public domain. 
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http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Plutarch/Lives/home.html


      -© 2012 Ancient World Mapping Center. Released under CC BY NC 3.0. 
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House of the Wooden Partition, 
Herculaneum 

Image courtesy of Tyler Bell on flickr. License CC BY. 
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/tylerbell/4099004115/in/photolist-6YqXFZ-7Eqcze-7fdt7K-dJrtoz-dJwVUE-8KgkPa-kr2X7-aeZCBF-fdDzxv-dJrsJt-cD4aAC-dJwWzd-af3rNC-7Eu5KL-aeZDCK-7Eu69Q-cD4giu-7Eu9C1-7Eu8sy-7EqbWa-6Yv24s-6YqZ6P-7Eu7PG-6YqYbc-cD4bFj-6YqYG8-7Eu999-dJrt4K-cD4hyj-aeZCcR-7Euaeo-7EqdYa-kr2QJ-cD4k5h-kr2Hn-kr2z7-cD4f9s-bUSNz-kr2S2-kr2P5-cD4dY5-kr2YC-bUSzj-kr2KC-cD4iMN


 House of the 
Faun, Pompeii 
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© Unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons 
license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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House of the Tragic Poet, Pompeii 

Image courtesy of Simon & Vicki on flickr. License CC BY NC. 

“Cave Canem” 13

https://www.flickr.com/photos/simonpocock/318441891/in/photolist-u96Fr-57ZdkD-57ZdiH-gtNiGV


 
House of the Faun, Pompeii 
Polychromatic marble floor in fauces 14 
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House of the Faun, Pompeii 
Architectural decoration in fauces 
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The Atrium 

Image courtesy of Henk Bekker on flickr. License CC BY NC SA. 

House of Menander 16

https://www.flickr.com/photos/henkbekker/26534905087/in/photolist-dk8xvs-dk8w9r-cHobtj-A4uWVK-26286a7-GqNjPz-cHod8h-cHofSL-cHoiK7-VefEs2-cHohcY-zYA2T-zp8MbZ-A4qAeG-Am1TJV-An1Fgt-An19d6-A4q5AW-A4vFWp-A4viKv-An1Jk4-AmZRZV-A4qr4s-Am24vZ-zp8tbF-A4w9G8-A4vmPM-Am21iM-An1fLM-Am1pnK-zp7L8t-kLBPGw-zQYNP8-eeUD4q-biqAw-VefuSv-AjPRKj


 House of Tragic Poet 

Wood, Nicholas. House of the Tragic Poet: A Reconstruction. South Hill Press, 1996. 
© South Hill Press. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative 
Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 17
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Marriage of Zeus and Hera 
House of Tragic Poet 
Atrium 

This image is in the public domain. 
Source: Wikimedia Commons. 18

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Crono_e_Rea_assistita_da_Iride.jpg
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Achilles and Briseis 
House of Tragic Poet 
Atrium

Image by Marie Lan Nguyen. This image is in the public domain. 
Source: Wikimedia Commons. 
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Achilles_Briseis_MAN_Napoli_Inv9105_n01.jpg


  House of Paquius Proculus 
Pompeii 
Atrium 
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Household 
Shrine 

House of Menander 
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Preparation for a play 
House of Tragic Poet 
Tablinum 

Image by Marie Lan Nguyen. This image is in the public domain. 
Source: Wikimedia Commons. 
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  House of Paquius Proculus 
Pompeii 
Tablinum 
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  House of Paquius Proculus 
Pompeii 
Tablinum mosaic 
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House of the Wooden Partition, Herculaneum 

Image courtesy of deadmanjones on flickr. License CC BY NC. 
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/deadmanjones/16251186280/in/photolist-6ymZYN-qL4zuU-apDvQo-apANWv-vmSe1P


   Image courtesy of Greger Ravik on flickr. License CC BY. 

House of Menander 
Pompeii 

Peristyle garden 
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/gregerravik/36006728742/in/photolist-cDC4TW-BMQP9e-WRMTZY-BmBGxx-BKx2nb-cDC82G-cDBWMC-cDBZXy-cDC3Sj-cDBYRL-cDBHGQ-cDBJRo-cDBERw-cDBFMC-cDBKWQ-cDBBMA-cDBM13-cDBCNC-cDC6U5-cDC2XA-cDC1Uy-cDBSm9-cDBDPQ-cDC5WN-cDBP9q-cDBRiu-cDBUyS-cDBGFS-AXBEKh-WRMTV9-BmBtxe-BKwUCQ-AXHHZk-BV8nnc


  Image courtesy of aaron wolpert on flickr. License CC BY. 

House of the Vettii, 
Pompeii 

Peristyle garden 
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House of the Tragic Poet, Pompeii 

Image courtesy of Andy Hay on flickr. License CC BY. 
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Sacrifice of Iphigenia 
House of Tragic Poet 

Image by Jebulon. This image is in the public domain. Peristyle 
Source: Wikimedia Commons. 
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:MANNapoli_9112_Sacrifice_Iphigenia_painting.jpg
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