
3.987 - Human Origins and Evolution Spring, 2006 

Reading Response: Butchery of giant geladas (4%) - Due April 19th 

Please read the following article. 

Shipman, P., Bosler, W. and Davis, K.L. 
1981 Butchering of giant geladas at an Acheulian site. 

Current Anthropology  22:257-68. 
(Also read commentaries following this article.) 

Perhaps the best case for systematic hunting by Homo erectus anytime during the Early Stone 
Age, prior to 400,000 bp, can be made based on the evidence from the site of Olorgesailie in 
Kenya, dated to about 700,000 years ago. 

In one or two pages (max.) outline or summarize the argument (and it’s structure) which the 
authors present. (Don’t simply outline the paper.) 


