
This image again is of one
viscous fluid breaking apart
inside another fluid, although
the ratio of viscosities is not the
same as that of the liquids
shown in the main picture. As in
the other photograph, there is
not a large index-of-refraction
mismatch between the fluids.
Note that even though the neck
of the drop is still rather wide,
the profile washes out at the
neck and is difficult to see.

Sid Nagel is an accomplished photographer who sometimes uses his talents for docu-

menting his work in physics at the University of Chicago. When I first saw this particu-

lar image, I knew I had to own it, and now I do, 36 inches high. Sid’s work reminds us

that science images can be both highly informative and stunningly beautiful.
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Photograph by Sidney Nagel
and Itai Cohen shows a
breaking-apart liquid drop from
a 0.48-centimeter-diameter
nozzle. The image was recorded
on ASA 100 black-and-white
film with a medium-format
camera and a strobe light with a
very short flash duration
(approximately 5 microseconds).
The light was positioned
behind the drop, facing the
camera. The liquid inside the
drop is glycerol; it is surrounded
by polydimethylsiloxane
(PDMS) oil.
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Felice Frankel is a science photographer and research scientist at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
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